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HATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
Colorado  River  Drainage 
February  1,  1949 


Snow  accumulation  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado  River 
in  "Wyoming,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  has  been  much  above  average 
to  February  la    Snow  fall  has  been  heaviest  in  Southwestern 
Colorado 9  up  to  twice  the  past  average  for  this  date*  Relatively 
less  has  occurred  on  the  Upper  Colorado  River  and  other  tribu- 
taries c    The  valleys  are  sno^covered  in  all  districts  in 
Colorado  and  Wyoming  (,    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  described  as 
good  to  excellent  throughout  the  basin© 

Drought  conditions  have  apparently  been  relieved  in  Arizona 
with  the  highest  snow-water  content  on  most  courses  since  19380 
Reservoirs  have  been  filling  rapidly©    Precipitation  in  valley 
areas  has  been  above  average <, 


COLORADO  RIVER  M  TRIBUTARIES 
IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (Above  Grand  Junction) •     The  snow  cover  on  the  Colorado 
River  watershed  above  Grand  Junction  is  38  percent  above  normal  and  21  percent 
over  last  year.    The  distribution  of  the  snow  over  the  watershed  indicates 
somewhat  less  snow  on  the  Roaring  Fork  and  Blue  River  tributaries  with  heavier 
snow  to  the  north  of  the  main  river 0    Snow  on  Grand  Mesa  is  about  50  peroent 
above  normal  for  this  date-    However a  it  should  be  noted  that  about  half  of  the 
snow  on  the  watershed  comes  after  February  1  on  an  average  year  and  any  estimat 
as  to  summer  runoff  must  be  subject  to  "the  snow  that  will  come  and  other  factor 
If  the  present  rate  of  snow    accumulation  continues  the  runoff  of  all  Colorado 
River  tributaries  will  be  well  above  normal  next  snow-melt  season0  Current 
stream  flow  is  reported  as  about  normal Valley  areas  are  snow  covered* 

Gunnison  Rivers     The  water  supply  situation  on  the  Gunnison  is  favorable. 
Average  snow-water  content  is  47  percent  above  normal  and  49  peroent  more  than 
a  year  ago0    Recent  precipitation  has  been  high  and  range  and  crop  conditions 
are  reported  as  excellent.    Storage  in  Taylor  Reservoir  is  now  61c„600  acre-feet 
as  compared  to  91^000  on  February  13  1948, 

Yampa  and  White  Rivers?     Snow-water  content  measured  on  the  headwaters 
of  the  Yampa  River  is  61  percent  above  normal  and  47  percent  over  a  year  ago* 
The  valley  areas  are  snow-covered  and  recent  precipitation  has  been  above 
normal  with  heavy  snow  in  Moffat  County*    On  the  Y'Jhite  River  watershed  the 
snow  cover  is  somewhat  less,  probably  15  percent  above  normal  and  also  15  per- 
cent more    than  a  year  ago0    The  White  River  has  relatively  the  least  snow 
cover  of  the  Colorado  River  tributaries  up  to  February  1, 
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San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers:  Snow  fall  has  been  very  heavy  throughout  the 
San  Juan  Basin  at  all  elevations a  Snow-water  contents  measured  on  all  courses 
average  88  percent  above  normal  for  the  San  Juan  Basin©  ^  the  Animas  River 
water  cuntents  are  exactly  100  percent  above  the  average  for  February  1,  Soil 
moisture  conditions  are  excellent 0  Vallecito  Reservoir  on  the  Pine  River  has 
in  storage  57;1500  acre- feet  as  compared  to  72,000  a  year  ago.a  Stream  flow  is 
below  normal  due  to  low  temperatures  a 

4 

Dolores  Rivers     On  the  headwaters  of  the  Dolores  and  San  Miguel  Rivers  <> 
the  snow  cover  is  over  twice  normal  and  over  twice  that  a  year  ago0  At 
Lizzard  Head  Pass,  the  snow-water  content  is  21  inches j  4  inches  above  the 
qverage     for  April  le    Soil  moisture  in  the  Cortez  area  is  good0  Precipitation 
has  been  above  normal 0    Storage  in  reservoirs  is  down  due  to  low  stream  flow a 

C0L0RAR0  PJVER  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

The  water  supply  outlook  for  Arizona  is  much  improved  after  a  drought 
covering  three  seasons 0    The  snow  on  practically  all  courses  is  more  than  at 
any  time  since  snow  surveys  were  started  in  1938o    Precipitation  has  been  above 
normal  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  and  soil  moisture,,  crop  and  range  conditions 
are  reported  as  good0    Reservoirs  are  filling  rapidly  and  a  high  snowHnelt 
flow  is  expected «    On  February  ls  stream  flow  was  reported  for  the  following 
rivers  in  second-feet  as  follows! 

SALT:     353  TONTOj  325  VERDE:  493. 

The  flow  of  the  Gila  River  is  above  normal  0    The   Blue  and  San  Francisco 
Rivers -5  tributaries  to  the  Salt,  were  in  flood  stage  in  mid-January,  Storage 
:.n  the  four  major  reservoirs  on  the  Salt  River  is  308sOOO  aore-feet  as  com- 
pared to  231^000  a  year  ago0    San  carlos  Reservoir  had  144s500  acre-feet  in 
storage  on  January  10    Last  year  it  was  empty  at  this  time,,  and  on  January  15a 
1949     the  storage  was  32,000  acre-feet© 

Net  storage  in  Lake  Mead  on  January  15,  1949  was  19s489,000  acre-feet. 
On  February  ls  1948  it  was  19s8635000» 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 


In  Percent  of  Normal 
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he  following  organizations  oooperat*  in  the  enow  surveys  and  irrigation 
water  supply  foreoaste  for  the  Colorado,  Missouri "Arkansas  and  Rio 
Grande  -watersheds  by  furnishing  funds  or  services* 


STATE         ;';.,<&  '-y,  \;Vv'v.' 

Colorado  State  Engineer 
^Wyoming  State  Engineer »     (  %     ,  «,  ^  ,» 

.  f  Utah  State  fij&|j!$i^^ 
t  '  New  Mexico  State  Engineer        "  „* 

Montana  State  Engineer  S'ffiffijE^ 

Nebraska  State  Engineer  .. 

Colorado  Experiment  Station 

Colorado  Extension  Service 

Montana  Experiment  Station 

Utah  Experiment  Station  ',V 

"Department  of  agrieulWe^^JJB^  ' 
Forest  Service 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Interior  . 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Geological  Survey  ; 

National  park  Service  . 
Department  of  Commerce 

"feather  Bureau  , ■  '/ 
War  Department 

Army  Engineer  Corps  JS| 
FU3LIC  UTILITIES  ?$}§§?S4--¥. 
"v    Colorado  Public  Service  Company 

Western  Colorado  power  Company  r 
Montana  Power  Company 

public  Servioe  Company  of  New  «fexico  •  ■ 

Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Western  R*  R«  Company 
MUNICIPALITIES 
f'V  City  of  Bozeman 

City  of  Denver  '^0<'S'^Pr  '^'U'il 

.   City  of  Boulder  . 

Poudre  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 
'.'■Arkansas  Valley  Ditch  Association  .  . 
„ ■':  Colorado  River  Water  Conservation  District 
IRRIGATION  PROJECTS  H|p 
Farine  rs~ Reservoir  and  Irrigation  Company 
San  Luis  Valley  Irrigation  District  ;  '  •  f 
•       Santa  Maria  Reservoir  Company  ^^f^-iv^lv- 
;  if<'  Costilla  Land  Company  <:'>' :SiVf$ 

Unoompahgre  Valley  Water  Users*  Association 
\'(    Wyouing  Davelopment  Company  ^ 
■•.'*/  Goshen  Irrigation  District  ,v/r- .  . 
.     Kendriok  Project 

Pathfinder  Irrigation  District    y<';  y 
Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 
San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage  District 
'     Twin  Lakes  Reservoir  and  Canal  Company 

5T organizations  and  individuals  furnish  valuable  information  for 
survey  reports.    Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged . 


